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@ OPPOSING FORCES

United States and United Nations Forces: Initially, 160 men of
Task Force Ranger (19 aircraft and 12 vehicles) took part in the
battle. Task Force Ranger was composed of C Squadron 1st Special
Forces Operational Detachment-Delta, 3rd Battalion/75th Ranger
Regiment, companies from the 1-160th Special Operations
Aviation Regiment, and members of the Air Force's 24th Special
Tactics Squadron. TF Ranger was commanded by Maj. Gen.
William Garrison.

Later, a Quick Reaction Force ((QRF) convoy from the 2nd

Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division added
150 more men to the fight. Lt. Col. Bill David (commander, 2/14th
Infantry, 10th Mountain) assembled a large rescue convoy, adding
drivers and gunners from Pakistan and Malaysia, and brought the

convoy into the city. Actions by the United Nations (UN) and United States (US) —
Somali Forces: Over 2,500 fighters and armed civilians took part In 1991, the 22-year regime of President Mohamed Siad Barre

in the battle, including around 1,500 militiamen of the Somali collapsed, leaving Somalia as a failed state mired in a clan civil war.
National Alliance (SNA) loyal to Mohamed Farrah Aidid and the The fullowir}g yeana historic dr‘f’ught piled milse FRaning of T]‘If
Habr Gidr clan, along with 1,000 to 2,000 armed civilians, private chaos, creating widespread famine. But when international relief
militias, and other insurgents. agencies sprang into action, the lawlessness and violence prevented

food from reaching those in need



