Amerlcan C1v1l War
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S S LOCATION:
Vicksburg, Mississippi

@ OPPOSING FORCES His campaign begaq on 4 November, whe'n he moyed from squth-central

Tennessee toward Vicksburg along the Mississippi Central Railroad.
Union Army: 40,000 troops (grew to 70,000 by the siege) of the Army (Map 1) When he pushed Confederate Lt. Gen. John C. Pemberton back
of the Tennessee, commanded by Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. His from his defensive line along the Tallahatchie River,
corps commanders were Maj. Gens. William T. Sherman (XV Corps), the situation looked promising. Grant even brought
James B. McPherson (XVII Corps), John A. McClernand (XIII Corps), Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman’s remaining divisions
and Stephen A. Hurlbut (XVI Corps). Rear Adm. David D. Porter forward from Memphis to press the attack. But the
commanded Union naval forces. balance was about to shift.

John A. McClernand, a former Democrat
congressman and Maj. Gen. in the Illinois

Confederate Army: 40,000 troops (declined to 30,000 during the siege)
of the Confederate Army of Mississippi, commanded by Lt. Gen. John
C. Pemberton. His division commanders were Maj. Gens. Carter L. volunteers, had been petitioning Lincoln to lead an
Stevenson, William W. Loring, Martin L. Smith, John H. Forney, Earl , expedition down the Mississippi River to capture
Van Dorn and Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen. ey Vicksburg. Due to McClernand’s recruiting abilities

and popularity within the opposing political party,
@ HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Lincoln approved the idea. Grant, who became aware of the plan after
McClernand’s recruits started arriving in Memphis, telegraphed Halleck
about his concerns. But Lincoln remained supportive.

1863 was a pivotal year in the American Civil
War. In both theaters, eastern and western,

Confederate forces had recently seized the Because Grant didn’t trust McClernand, he sent Sherman back to
initiative. Northern support for the war ebbed Memphis, on 8 December, to take charge of “all the troops there.

to an all-time low, threatening President Sherman would now lead the expedition down the river and attack while
Abraham Lincoln’s dream of a unified nation. Grant held Pemberton in place.

But everything changed in the summer of 1863
when Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant captured the
Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg. With his
victory, Grant had cut the Confederacy in two

Grant’s other surprise came in the form of Confederate cavalry. On 20
December, the same day Sherman departed south, two cavalry forces
wreaked havoc on Grant’s rear. Brig. Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest






