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OPPOSING FORCES Decer.nber (1779), Clinton sailed fl‘OII.I New York with 90 transports
carrying over 8,500 troops, and by mid-March, Charleston was under
British Loyalists: Approximately 900 Loyalists (Tories) under siege. Unfortunately for the Americans, Maj. Gen. Benjamin Lincoln’s
the command of British officer Maj. Patrick Ferguson. Although ill-advised defense left the Continental Army cut off and isolated,
Ferguson had around 1,100 men, he sent out a sizable foraging party precipitating the surrender of 5,500 soldiers on 12 May 1780. Satisfied
on the morning of the battle. Ferguson reported to Maj. Gen. Lord with his initial progress, Clinton departed on 5 June back to New York,
Charles (Earl) Cornwallis. leaving Cornwallis with around 8,000 regulars and provincial troops to

hold Georgia and South Carolina. But Cornwallis thought he could do
more. He planned to invade North Carolina to further isolate the rebels
and gain Loyalist recruits before moving into Virginia to link up with
British forces.' After getting the authority to coordinate directly with

@ HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE London, his plan was approved.

In 1780, with the Revolution in its fifth year, British attention Cornwallis’s campaign got off to a promising start. After strengthen-

turned south. After the capture of Charleston, S.C., British Maj. Gen. ing field magazines at Augusta and Ninety-Six, he established other
Charles Cornwallis moved inland and destroyed outposts, including a forward base at Camden. When Maj. Gen. Horatio

the Continental Army at Camden - setting the Gates came after him in mid-August, the lopsided Battle of Camden
stage for his movement north. But as Cornwallis virtually eliminated the Continental Army in the South. It seemed that
began his campaign, a simple proclamation by a nothing could stop Cornwallis. But before he could advance into North
subordinate would unravel his plans. Maj. Patrick Carolina, he needed to address a nagging problem on his left flank:

Ferguson, a promising young officer in charge of Colonial militias were attacking his outposts and patrols.

recruiting and training Loyalists on Cornwallis’s He dispatched Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton to patrol the area. He also
western flank, sent the inflammatory message into tasked Ferguson with subduing the countryside in the West to protect
the “over-mountain” region west of the Blue Ridge his left flank. To accomplish his mission, Ferguson moved into North
Mountains. The “over-mountain” men responded Carolina on 7 September and set up operations in Gilbert Town, where

by joining up their militias and coming after he trained recruits and sent out patrols looking for rebels. But because
him When thev caucht him at Kines Mountain. the resultine battle - ] KAl 1 ATon s ‘ 4t AT PP P P 1 +1

Colonial Militia: Approximately 910 militiamen (Whigs) from
North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, and modern-day
Tennessee, under the nominal command of Col. William Campbell.

Maj. Patrlck Ferguson






