Early American Wars:

Bunker Hzll

OPPOSING FORCES

British Army: Around 2,500 troops, under the command of Maj.
Gen. William Howe. Howe was subordinate to Lt. Gen. Thomas
Gage, the senior British commander in America. Several ships of
the British Navy provided fire support.

Colonial Militia and Volunteers: Around 1,800 militia and
volunteers fought in the battle under a loose command structure
led primarily by Col. William Prescott. Other notable contributors
were Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam and Capt. Thomas Knowlton from
Connecticut, along with Cols. John Stark and James Reed from
New Hampshire. Gen. Artemas Ward, as the senior New England
militia commander, sent Prescott on the mission.

@ HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

In the weeks following the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord,
Colonial militia and volunteers rallied around Boston to besiege
Lt. Gen. Thomas Gage’s British garrison. But when reinforcements
arrived from England, Gage devised a plan to regain the initiative
by occupying Dorchester Heights south of town. When the
Colonials heard of Gage’s plan, however, they preempted him by
occupying different high ground - the heights of Bunker Hill near
Charlestown. When Gage awoke on 17 June to the sight of rebel
positions on Breed’s Hill, he quickly attacked in what would be the
hx st pltched batt e of the Amel ican Rev olutlon ﬂw mlsmmed

June 17,1775

LOCATION:
Charlestown, Massachusetts

While Warren scrambled around Boston, the Continental Congress
was dealing with the prospect of Massachusetts hurtling the colonies
into war. There were still no provisions for a national army, a system
of supply, or even command. After Congress agreed to New England’s
request to adopt their army as the core of a new national army, the
Continental Army was created on 14 June. They appointed George
Washington as commander in chief on 15 June.

Back in Boston, things changed that same day
when the Committee of Safety learned about
Gage’s plan to break out and fortify Gloucester
Heights. Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam, a respected
veteran of the French and Indian Wars, put
forth an earlier proposal to fortify Bunker Hill
to draw Gage out of the city. Both Warren and
Gen. Artemas Ward, the commander of the New
England Army, were initially reluctant, fearing it -
would allow the British to cut off and isolate any Maj. Gen. Israel Putnam
force on the small peninsula. But preemption,

and a persuasive Putnam, led the Committee to implement Putnam’s
plan. Ward then directed Col. William Prescott to lead the mission.

The next evening, 16 June, Prescott assembled
around 1,000 men in Cambridge and moved
toward Bunker Hill. Along the way, he was joined
by Capt. Thomas Knowlton and his 200 New
Hampshire men, along with Putnam and Lt.






