December 11-14, 1862

LOCATION:
Fredericksburg, Virginia

two corps of infantry, artillery units, and a cavalry
brigade. On 15 November, he ordered Maj. Gen.
Edwin V. Sumner’s Right Grand Division to move
to Falmouth while the rest of the army followed.
Since he had already requested the pontoon bridges
and engineers from Washington when his plan

Union: 120,000 troops of the Army of the Potomac, commanded by gﬁf ;ﬁ?;i%ii::iﬁ?;ﬂ%jg;f r;;ili;;vay.

Maj. Gen. Ambrose Burnside. The Right Grand Division (Il and IX @: ol 4500 Confed. di ,
Corps) was commanded by Maj. Gen. Edwin V. Sumner. The Center - . g E;ar,ogb b 0}? Z erit)e.fio 1e;\s].(:}clct1}11py1ng
Grand Division (I and V Corps) was commanded by Maj. Gen. Joseph ~ LEASINZINETUICEY Frecericksburg, e had no bricges. With e

Hooker. The Left Grand Division (I and VI Corps) was commanded by Oonfederite i Gen;’]ames Lon-gst-reet L el
Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin. away, and Lt. Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson still in the Shenandoah

Valley, both Sumner and Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker urged Burnside to
@ HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ford the %'iver and attack_. But the cautious Burnside, conFemeq about

threatening weather, a rising river, and the lack of established lines of

) In the autumn of 1862, President Abraham communication, refused. A rare opportunity was lost.

Lincoln replaced the cautious Maj. Gen. George
McClellan for his failure to gain any momentum
after Antietam. Lincoln’s new commander, Maj.
Gen. Ambrose Burnside, promised swift action
by moving south against Fredericksburg to open
aroute to the Confederate capital of Richmond,
Virginia. With Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Confederate
army divided, Burnside believed he could do it
all before Lee could react. But when his pontoon
bridges failed to arrive, Burnside’s campaign started unraveling. When
the bridges finally arrived, it was too late: Lee had been given the time

@ OPPOSING FORCES

Confederate: 78,000 troops of the Army of Northern Virginia,
commanded by Gen. Robert E. Lee. His corps commanders were Lt.
Gens. James Longstreet and Thomas ]. “Stonewall” Jackson. Lt. Gen.
James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart commanded the cavalry brigade.

Two days later, as rains began swelling the river,
Longstreet’s corps arrived. Even by the 20th,
after Burnside’s entire army was in position -
vastly outnumbering Longstreet’s corps - there
were still no bridges. Bureaucratic missteps,
bad weather, and a delay in steamship transport
all conspired to slow their arrival until 25
November - eight days after the Army of the
Potomac was in place. Burnside’s speed and
surprise were gone.

‘Maj. Gen. Ambrose Bumside




