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Lessons for Today’s Leaders
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v NG DATE:
| x. April 19,1775
ex1 LOCATION:

Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts

OPPOSING FORCES

British Army: 700 light infantry and grenadiers, commanded
by Lt. Col. Francis Smith. Smith reported to Lt. Gen. Sir Thomas A
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Gage, the overall commander with a garrison of 3,000 soldiers
in Boston. Gage’s second in command was Brig. Gen. Lord Hugh
Percy, who would command the relief effort.

Colonial Militia: 77 militiamen at Lexington, led by Capt. John =
Parker; 400 militiamen at Concord, led by Col. James Barrett.

In total, between 3,000-4,000 militiamen from 40 towns would

appear throughout the day.

@ HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

INCE OF

3
Tension between Britain and her North American colonies had (Spain) Q@ef
been building for years. After numerous protests and acts of
defiance, things took a serious turn after the December 1773 ngsoégt\\lm
Boston Tea Party, when an irate King George III and Parliament ‘
took more drastic action to teach their rebellious citizens in

Massachusetts a lesson. After shutting down Boston’s port,
dissolving elected government, and placing the colony under WG REE
military occupation, the dry tinder of Colonial resentment was
ready to ignite. The spark came on the morning of 19 April 1775,
as a British force moved west to destroy military supplies secretly EFLA
stored in Concord. When the column came upon a small company
of militia waiting on Lexington Green, the fateful “shot heard






