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Early MnericaliWart U o aab @i : ﬂ G el DATE:

- AN Feb. 23— March 6, 1836
The A’ia I Bl Rt WS LOCATION:

Present-day San Antonio, Texas

OPPOSING FORCES The initial clash came when Cos’s forces attempted to seize a
cannon at Gonzalez but were forced to retreat to San Antonio

de Béxar. When he tried to counterattack at Concepcion in
October, the Texans again beat him back. By December, Texas

Mexican Army: Between 4,000-6,000 troops under Gen. Antonio forcefs had completely ejected Cos’s forces fr(?m Texas. With the
Mexican Army gone, around 100 Texan soldiers occupied the

Lépez de Santa Anna, President of Mexico. old Franciscan mission of San Antonio de Valero, commonly

called the Alamo. But Sam Houston, the overall commander
of Texas forces, believed that the mission would be difficult to

During the Texas Revolution, the Mexican Army clashed with defend. He intended to pursue a Fabian strategy by withdrawing

Texan forces on several battlefields - the most famous of which into the countryside and harassing the Mexican Army, while

was the Alamo. During this 13-day siege, a small group of he built a force capable of defeating his

defenders held out against overwhelming odds only to die in weakened opponent. Houston dispatched famed

the final Mexican assault on the Alamo mission. Although it adventurer Col. James “Jim” Bowie and 30 men

was clearly a tactical defeat for the Texans, this legendary “last to destroy the Alamo buildings and remove its

stand” was a sentinel event during the Texas Revolution. The cannons prior to withdrawing.

battle, more than any other event, galvanized Texans popular

support against Gen. Santa Anna, President of Mexico. Not only

did the brave defenders buy time for Sam Houston to build his

Texan army, but they also created the symbol that would rally the

Republic of Texas Forces: 180-200 soldiers, volunteers, and
militia under Lt. Col. William Barret Travis and Col. James Bowie.

When Bowie arrived on 19 January 1836,
however, he and the garrison commander,

Col. James C. Neill, decided to defend the
mission. They understood that Houston needed

support and manpower to defeat Santa Anna just weeks later at Col. Bowie time to recruit men and appeal to the civilian

the Battle of San Jacinto. Today, the Alamo still evokes sentiments population for supplies. Bowie estimated

of patriotism, courage, and determination against great odds. it would take 1,000 men to effectively defend the sprawling
prm——g complex. With only 110 men on hand, Bowie and Neill sent

| STRATEGY & MANEUVER 3 | urgent requests for reinforcements.



