SATTLE

Lessons for Today’sim

Ancient and Medieval:

Cannae

@ OPPOSING FORCES

Romans: 86,000 troops (including 6,000 cavalry), comprised of
Romans and their Italian allies, commanded by co-Consuls Caius
Terentius Varro and Lucius Aemilius Paullus.

Carthaginians: 56,000 troops (including 10,000 cavalry),
commanded by Gen. Hannibal Barca. Key subordinates included:
Mago (Hannibal’s brother and co-commander of infantry),
Hasdrubal (a relative and commander of heavy cavalry), Hanno
(a nephew), and Maharbal (a relative and commander of light
cavalry).

@ HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

During the third century B.C.E., Rome’s growing power and
influence around the Mediterranean created clashes with older,
more established powers. One of these powerful city-states was
Carthage. Rome and Carthage fought in three Punic Wars. The first
(264-241 B.C.E.) involved influence over Sicily, the second (218-
201) involved influence in Spain, and the third (149-146) focused
on Tunisia and ended Carthage’s independent existence.
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DATE:
August 3, 216 B.C.E.

LOCATION:
Cannae, Southeastern Italy

It was during the Second Punic War, after Hannibal had been
handing Rome defeats and losses for nearly two years, when the
Roman Senate had finally had enough. After raising the largest
army they had ever fielded, they sent it against Hannibal, who
had just seized an important grain supply depot at Cannae. But
Hannibal was more than ready. On that fateful day, he handed
Rome one of the most crushing defeats in history. Through
superior tactics and leadership, Hannibal completely enveloped
and destroyed the larger Roman army arrayed against him. And
yet, despite his tactical brilliance and generalship, Hannibal would
win the battle and still lose the war.

Nevertheless, Hannibal’s classic double-envelopment would
become one of history’s great tactical masterpieces, inspiring
military leaders for over 2,000 years. German Gen. Field Marshal
Count Alfred von Schlieffen famously tried to expand Hannibal’s
tactics to the strategic level, in a plan that failed to capture Paris
in World War I. More recently, U.S. Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf
claimed to have modeled Desert Storm on Cannae.'

ALPS

the Roman Republic relied on alliances to
dominate its non-Roman Italian neighbors. Rome
built its army with citizen-soldiers drawn from the

‘ Actions by Rome - In the third century B.C.E.,



